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This cover page features most of the elements
required by Supreme Court Rule 34.1, and it's
format is similar to that required by most
appellate courts. As long as you get the key
information in the right places, you're free on the
cover to vary elements like font style and size,
line style and size, spacing, and use of bold,
italics, and small caps. You do not have to use
Old English font for the Court’s name, for
instance, or all caps for the party names, or
double lines. Look at actual briefs filed in
appellate courts and you’ll see minor variations in
all of these elements.




QUESTION PRESENTED

[Start the text of the Question Presented here; use 12-point Times Roman font.]

The question presented should be the only
thing on this page. Page numbering should
begin here. Use lowercase Roman numerals.
If the Court has certified a particular issue as

the subject of the appeal, as the Supreme
Court usually does, you can and should adjust
the phasing of the question to suit your client’s
rhetorical purposes.




Be sure that the page numbers
are flush with the right margin. It
can help to right tab stops and dot

I leaders — see Word’s Tabs menu.
TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page

QUESTIONS PrESENTEA ... .cuiiiiieiit ettt e e et e et e e sae e et e e s be e e beesneeenaeeaneas i
TabIe OF AULNOTITIES ...t b bbb iii
OPINIONS BEIOW ...t ettt et e bt e bt b e nbeebeereenns 1
Statement OF JUFISAICTION .......oiiiiiiie et 1
Constitutional Provisions and Statutes INVOIVE ...........c.coveiiiiiiiiie e 1
StALEMENT OF the CaASE.......i i bbbttt e e 1
G .ttt e e e e 1

e o Tot=o (0T U o TS (] YRR 1
SUMMATY OF AFQUIMENT ...ttt ettt b et e ene e beebe e st e sbeesbesreenes 2
F N 00101 o TP SR PPR 2

l. [YOUR FIRST POINT HEADING GOES HERE; BE SURE TO FORMAT
YOUR HEADINGS IN THE TABLE SO THAT THE TEXT DOES NOT RUN INTO THE
PAGE NUMBER LIKE THE LAST LINE DOES.] ..o 2

A. [Your subheadings follow; note that if you used bold text for headings and
subheads in the body of your argument — and this is conventional in
Supreme Court practice — you do not need to bold your headings in the

Table of Contents, though you can if you would like.] ......cccooevvvevieiiiiiiiec 4
1. [Subheadings should be indented in the Table as
they are IN YOUE TEXE.] ...vvore e 5
(O] Tod [ 1S] o] 1 PSP P TP PR ORI 21

F N o] 01010 D QNSRS PTPRRUROPPTRPRS A-1



TABLE OF AUTHORITIES
Page

United States Supreme Court Cases:
Mathews v. Eldridge, 424 U.S. 319 (1976) ...c.ccoeieeie et passim
Rogers v. U.S., 600 U.S. 345 (2001) ......ccueiuererienieniiniinieieiee et 4,12
United States Court of Appeals Cases:
Appleton Western Savings & Loan Corp. v. First Nat1 Bank & Trust,

934 F.2d 38 (5™ Ci. 1995) ..ot es s s 20
Slick v. Jefferson Airplane Co., 55 F.3d 433 (9™ Cir. 1999) ......coovveivoeeeeeeeeeerereeeeeeeeseseeeseeene. 18
* * %
United States District Court Cases:
* * *
State Cases:
* * %
Constitutional and Statutory Provisions:
U.S. CONSE @MENG. Tttt 4,8
(O ST O 3 A= 12 1= [0 RV 2R 4,16
18 U.S.C. §899(8) (2000)........eeereereeereeeereeeeesesessessesesssesesessseseseseessssesssessseesesessesseesseesseeseeeseeesens 5

Other Authorities:

Alan J. Dershowitz, Cute Stuff Before the Colon: Boring Babble After the
Colon, 21 Princeton L. ReV. 10 (1995) ......cciiiieiiiie ettt e et sae e sne e nns 4
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OPINIONS BELOW

The Memorandum Opinion of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of
Illinois (April 1, 2000) is unpublished; it can be found in the Record on Appeal at pages 24-26.
The Opinion of the United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit (February 2, 2001) is
also unpublished; it can be found in the Record on Appeal at pages 30-35. [This section exists
only to inform the Court about where it can find the text of the opinions under review; any
narrative of the procedural history of the case should be featured in your Statement of the Case.]

STATEMENT OF JURISDICTION

A formal statement of jurisdiction his been waived in accordance with the rules of the

Moot court Honor Society Summer Candidacy Program.
CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS AND STATUTE INVOLVED

The text of the following constitutional and statutory provisions involved are provided in

the appendices: First Amendment to the United States Constitution; Fifth Amendment to the

United States Constitution; 18 U.S.C. § 899 (2000); and 18 U.S.C. § 1399 (2000). [You can also

simply reproduce the full text of the relevant provisions here.] dAgg)‘fr:Ji*:% t(i)“netﬁgt?y% epc:?\p?gls?t?vse Isaev‘;t;%lre

an involves (constitutional provisions,

STATEMENT OF THE CASE ||| statutes, rules, regulations, and so on).

Facts

[Text.]

Your statement of the case should

. include both substantive facts and
Procedural History procedural history; some appellate
courts mandate separate sections
for each. You need not have
separate subsections for these
two things; you can also use other
subheadings to help organize your
narrative.

[Text.]
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SUMMARY OF ARGUMENT
[General roadmap]
|
[Summary for point 1.]
I
[Summary for point 11.]
ARGUMENT

[Set out your introduction here; be sure to include the appropriate standard of review.]

l. POINT HEADINGS SHOULD BE IN BOLD CAPITAL LETTERS AND SINGLE-
SPACED, BUT SHOULD NOT BE UNDERLINED; AS WITH ALL HEADINGS,
THEY SHOULD CONSIST OF A SINGLE DECLARATIVE SENTENCE,
STATED AS A CONCLUSION.

Put only one blank line between any heading or subheading and text. Do not use
point headings and subheadings as a substitute for topic and thesis sentences.

A. Subheadings should be single-spaced; in briefs filed in the Supreme Court,
they are usually in bold text and not underlined.

B. If You Prefer To Use The “Initial Caps” Format For Subheadings, Be
Consistent.

1. Subheadings should be single-spaced and in bold, lowercase text.

2. At any level of organization, you must have at least two items; if you
have a subheading A, for instance, you must have a subheading B; if,
however, you have only one main point heading, follow the format
above but do not label that heading as “I.”
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CONCLUSION
[Briefly set forth with particularity your prayer for relief — what do you want the Court to

do?]

Respectfully submitted,

[Competitor number]

[Firm name]

[Firm address]

[Firm city, state & ZIP code]
[Firm telephone number]

Attorney for Appellant

[Date]
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APPENDIX A
The First Amendment to the United States Constitution provides in pertinent part as
follows: “Congress shall make no law . . . abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press

....." [Use block quotes if the quote is long enough — consult ALWD Manual or Bluebook for
rules regarding block quotations.]

[Other appendices omitted]



